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UPPER Good Practice 

Code ESHA GP01a 

Name (title) of the good 
practice: 

‘The Battle’ in concert performed in schools 

Country/region Amsterdam, Netherlands 

UPPER Scope: 
Fields affected (more than 
one field may be indicated) 
 
 
 
 
 

 Policy Making 
 Teachers Competence Development 
 Self-Assessment 

 Concrete School Practice 

 Community Building  

 Mainstreaming 
 

Short Description: 
The Battle is an educational concert that teaches students aged 10-16 with 
the life and work of Dutch veterans. Central are the stories of Balkan 
veteran Manja Blok and Afghanistan veterans Jaaike Brandsma and Ahmad 
Azizi. Through an interactive video game, students learn about their 
experience on mission. There is live music from the Regimental fanfare 
'Garde Grenadiers en Jagers'. This reports Dutch Veterans Day. The concert 
is followed up by a visit of a veteran in the classroom to discuss peace and 
safety with the students. The program comes with a school instruction for 
the school and the teacher. 

Full Description The Battle is an initiative of the National Committee Veterans Day, which 
aims to increase social recognition and appreciation for Dutch veterans and 
start discussions in schools to promote peace and safety in society. 
The Battle was created in collaboration with Gijs Wanders, Bart Meijer (Het 
Klokhuis), Nienke de la Rive Box (Het Klokhuis and Zapp Your Planet), Pepijn 
Gunneweg (Het Klokhuis and the BZT Show), general bd Mart de Kruif, 
Regimental band 'Garde Grenadiers en Jagers' and the National Military 
Museum. 
150 Students and educators from 3 different secondary schools in 
Amsterdam were invited to attend the concert at the theatre in Amsterdam 
on November 8th 2017 as well as key persons who are performing in the 
game showed on screen and representatives of the Dutch department of 
Defence. 
 

 The two year program is an one hour performance in schools for about 
150 students at one time. It consists of the following elements:  

- Multimedia performance 
- Musical concerts by veterans 
- Presenter, interviewer and veterans 
- The game – filmed assignments 
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- Questions to groups of students in quiz form in 3 rounds 
- Questions from the students 
- Discussions in the groups 

 The program is followed up in the classroom by an invited veteran to 
start further discussion on peace and safety in society with the students 
who attended the concert. 

Why is the case interesting?  Good Practice specific characteristics: 
1. Transformative 
2. Observable results 
3. Methodologically structured 
4. Potential for re-contextualisation 
5. Beneficiaries consider it a GP 

Coordinating institution The Battle is an initiative of the National Committee Veterans Day, which 
aims to increase social recognition and appreciation for Dutch veterans and 
start discussions in schools to promote peace and safety in society. 

Strategies (more than one 
strategy may be indicated) 
Please rank the different 
strategies in order of 
importance: 4 max, 1 min) 

1. Avoiding segregation (2) 
2. Leadership/governance (4) 
3. Information on diversity 
4. Teacher education on diversity 
5. Diversity in teaching workforce 
6. Curriculum and pedagogies 
7. Multilingual education 
8. Interactive, culturally relevant methods (4) 
9. School-Society relationship (4) 
10 Socially responsible ICT 
11. Involving NGOs and Youth organisation 
12. Incentives and reward for GP 
13. Social integration (2) 
14. Awareness of injustice (3) 
15. Promotion of Peace Value (4) 
16. Other (please specify) 

Accessibility of data and 
persons by UPPER Team 

Easy – Average -Difficult 

Impact Short, medium and long term if possible to observe. 
https://www.veteranendag.nl/concerten/battle/  

Brief description of the 
context in which the practice 
was applied 

The performance of November 8th 2017 was the first of many performances 
to be held in Dutch schools all through the country. Schools can invite the 
group and the program is being paid for by the Dutch government – 
department of defence.  

Re-contextualisation 
potential (How the following 
elements of the GP appear 
to be suitable to be adopted 
and adapted to other 
contexts) 

It will be a challenge to find out if this program will be suitable and able to 
be adopted in other countries due to different organisations in the military 
world. We could discuss this in the project team. 

https://www.veteranendag.nl/concerten/battle/
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Matrix 1 2 3 4 5 

Partnership structure  X    

Methodology     X 

Content of training     X 

Stakeholders involvement  X    

Evaluation approach     X 

Training to practitioners     X 

Other (please specify)      

Critical aspects in the 
application of the practice 

Different countries have different relations with the ministry of defence and 
the military force. In the Netherlands it is very easy to connect with 
employees/ministry of the military. 

Sustainability elements and 
recommended use in UPPER 

By offering The Battle in a total package together with a visit from a Veteran 
in the classroom the discussion during the performance can continue in the 
classroom. Questions and awareness can be discussed together with 
teacher, students and veteran. 
In other words you give the learning experience of the concert the 
possibility to really sink in the minds of the students and let it last. 

Contact persons 
General: info@veteranendag.nl ;  
Koos Sol: sol@veteranendag.nl;  
Rob Sloekers: RFJ.Sloekers@mindef.nl  
Tom den Dekker: T.d.Dekker.01@mindef.nl  

Web link(s) 
www.veteranendag.nl/battle  

Promo of the program: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQG589G05ZI  

example of veteran in the classroom: 
www.veteraneninstituut.nl/diensten/veteraan-de-klas  

Filled by [name and partner 
institution]: 

European School Heads Association (ESHA) – Monique Westland 
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